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1. K. Poonawala Note on Kitab al-Zina of al-Razi

NOTE ON KITAB AL-ZINA OF
ABU HATIM AHMAD B. HAMDAN AL-RAZI (D. 322/934)

Ismail K. POONAWALA
(UCLA, tats-Unis)

Abstract

Abil Hatim al-Razi's magnum opus The Book of Adornment on Islamic-Arabic Terms is a large manuscript
that still remains unedited except for a small portion from the beginning and the middle. Husayn al-
Hamdani who embarked on its critical edition, published two fascicules in 1956 and 1958, died in 1962
before completing the project. In 1972 al-Sdimarra’1 published, as an appendix to his book Extremism
and Extreme Sects in the Arab Civilization, the section from Kitdb al-Zina dealing with Islamic sectarian
divisions. Unfortunately, he erroneously entitled that addendum as the third part (fascicule) of Kitdb al-
Zina. This created misunderstanding among some scholars concerning the contents and division of
Kitab al-Zina, especially for those who did not have access to the complete copy of the manuscript or
did not carefully read the author’s introduction. This essay addresses those misperceptions in Cornelius
Berthold's article.

Résumé

Le ltvre de l'ornement de la terminologie islamo-arabe, ceuvre principale d’Abd, Hatim al-Razi, est un
manuscrit volumineux, Seule une petite partie du texte a été publide, située au début et au milieu du
livre. Husayn al-Hamdani, qui en avait commencé une édition critique et publié deux fascicules, en 1956
et en 1958, mourut en 1962 sans pouvoir achever son projet. En 1972, al-Samarra’i publia une section du
Kitab al-Zina traitant de la division des sectes islamiques en apendice de son livre Extremism and
Extreme Sects in the Arab Civilization. Malheureusement, il présenta cet extrait comme étant la
troisiéme partie (fascicule) du Kitdb al-Zina. Ce fut la source de nombreux malentendus sur le contenu
et la division du Kitab al-Zina chez les chercheurs modernes, surtout parmi ceux qui ne pouvaient
consulter la copie compléte du texte ou ceux qui n'avaient pas attentivement lu l'introduction de
l'auteur. L'article ci-dessous s'intéresse précisément A ce type de malentendus 2 travers l'article de
Cornelius Berthold.
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I. Introduction

The present essay is prompted by Cornelius Berthold's article “The Leipzig Manuscript
of the Kitdb al-Zina by the Ismaili Author Abu Hatim al-Razi™ It is intended to
develop, refine,* and elaborate on that article and in particular to bring further
evidence to bear Berthold's arguments on the structure of the book.

Before I turn my attention to this, I would like to make some preliminary
remarks ona crucial issue in Islamic historiography, namely historical-critical
approach: it seems to me that—perhaps even unintentionally—some of Berthold'’s
conclusions risk to be understood as an outright bias against Aba Hatim al-Razi and
the group with which he was affiliated. To ensure I am not misunderstood, I am trying
neither to defend al-Razi nor the group with which he was associated (i.e. the
Isma‘ilis).* My point is that any distinction between “pure” and “political” knowledge
(as assumed by Berthold) is not an absolute and clear one. Modern liberal consensus
that knowledge is fundamentally apolitical “obscures the highly if obscurely organized

* Comnelius Berthold, “The Leipzig Manuscript of the Kitab al-Zina by the Ismaili Author Abii Hatim al-
Rizi (d. 322/933-934)" Journal of Islamic Manuscripts 5, 2014, pp. 19-42.

* For example, the second sentence in the beginning of the exposé reads: “On the one hand, the ency-
clopaedia [Le., the Kit@b al-Zina] is of particular interest because of its lexicographical content and also
because of the subversive strategies employed by its undercover-agent author [emphasis mine].” See
C. Berthold, “The Leipzig Manuscript”, p. 19. The author even finds “the quotation style [of various au-
thorities and poetry by al-Razi in his Kitah al-Zina] subversive strategies,” p. 25.

$ We do not know exactly with what group of Isma‘ilis he belonged to. See Heinz Halm, “Abii Hatem
Razi", Encyclopaedia Iranica, vol. 1, p. 315.
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political circumstances obtaining when knowledge is produced.” In his review of
M. Talbi’s Emirate aghlabide,’ John Wansbrough succinctly argued that the Muslim
historical sources are remote in time, if not always in space, from the events they
purport to describe, and belong to a tradition of historiography that was neither
neutral nor profane in its approach to the affairs of the Muslim community whether in
the present or the past.® Wansbrough thus touched upon the crux of the issue
concerning Muslim historiography and heresiography. In her short chapter “Historical
introduction,” Patricia Crone, a questioning scholar of Islamic history, also dealt with
same problem. In her various works, Crone made it clear that historians of early Islam
failed to really behave as historians—that is, failed to challenge the validity of their
sources, but rather accepted complacently what is called the ‘traditional origins
narrative’ created by the Islamic tradition itself.” It is obvious that Berthold's article is
confined by the shackles of traditional Sunni historiography.

Be this as it may, my object here is rather to deal with the key issue for the '
understanding of the Kitdb al-Zina and its future edition: the division of the book into

two parts, or volumes, and the further internal division of the manuscript into several
fascicules (agza’).

II. On the subdivisions of Kitdb al-Zina

Berthold’s statement that the structure of the Kitdb al-Zina cannot be assessed with
absolute certainty is incorrect.

a) Textual evidences
Al-Razi, like many other Muslim authors, clearly outlines the plan of his book along
with a list of Arabic-Islamic terms he goes on to define. Husayn al-Hamdani, the

editor, has therefore given the following appropriate sub-heading to the introduction,
reading:

[4as e o jily SN e J325 Loy ol M ]
Towards the end of the work al-Razi gives the reason as to why he entitled it “The
Book of Omament.” :

Berthold is confused with the division of some manuscripts of Kitdb al-Zina into
two parts, or their further division into numerous agza’. 1 think, the cause of this
confusion is, most probably, ‘Abd Allah al- Samarra’L. It is unfortunate that a poorly

* See, Edward Said, Orientalism, New York, Pantheon Books, 1978, p. 10; also quoted by Ma-
ria R. Menocal, The Arabic Role in Medieval Literary History: A Forgotten Heritage, Philadelphia, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Press, 1987, p. 16, n.1. Berthold does not refer to any of the polemical works of Ibn
Rizam and Ahit Muhsin or ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Bagdadr's al-Farq bayn al-firaq.

® The Aglabids (184-296/800-gog) who ruled Ifriqiya, Algeria, and Sicily were overthrown by the
Fatimids,

® See Michael Brett, “The realm of the Imam: the Fatimids in the tenth century”, BSOAS 59, 1996, p. 433

7 Patricia Crone, Slaves on Horses: The Evolution of the Islamic Polity, Cambridge, Cambridge University
Press, 1980, pp. 3-17. See the obituary by Fred Donner in this issue of the CmY.

¥ See below the Arabic text.
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edited text (only from one manuscript) concerning Islamic sects from Kitab al-Zina
was included as an appendix to his book al- Gulitw wa-al-firaq al-galiya fi-al-haddra al-
Islamiyya (Extremism and Extreme Sects in Islamic Civilization). What is
disconcerting is that the appendix is titled as follows:

Sdel il (gM glas art o ferd il gl dpedll AT (3 Ay S
Al-Qism al-tlit (the third part/section) is the root cause of confusion. The reader
would take it for granted that it is a continuation of Kitab al-Zina. Al-Hamdani
published a portion from the beginning of the book into two parts: fascicule ], in 1956,
and fascicule II, in 1958. Al- Samarra’’’s so-called al-gism al-talit does not begin where
al-Hamdani stopped. There is a sizeable portion in between that is not yet edited.

Scholars not having access to the entire copy of the manuscript erroneously presumes
that the third part edited by al-Samarra’i is indeed continuation of the book.’?

Berthold exaggerated some minor issues with the division of the book and its
contents. As far as I am able to ascertain the division of a work into two parts or
volumes, unless stated by the author in the introduction, was an arbitrary issue. It was,
most probably, introduced later by the copyists, in accordance with whatever rules
and regulations they were following to safeguard a huge volume during the process of
copying and binding it into a manageable size. Given this general rule, a number of
large-sized Isma‘ili works are generally divided into two parts: al- juz’ al-awwal and al-
Juz’ al-tdni, and infrequently as al-gild/al-mugallad al-awwal (volume one) and al-
gild/al-mugallad al-tani (volume two) by copyists. Again many Isma‘ili manuscript
copies that I have examined are technically divided into several agza’ (fascicules).
Each guz’ is indicated after eight folios (sixteen pages) on the upper left corner of the
verso folio in red ink. Most probably this was done to facilitate the binding of loose
sheets of paper when the book copying process was complete.”

%See below the Arabic text.

> Here I cite some examples of technical division from the fiizdna (collection) of my late father, Mulla

Qurbin Husayn b. Fida Husayn Godhrawala:

L An anonymous work entitled al-Magilis al-ASuriyya containing eight magalis, each clearly
indicated in red ink, is technically divided into eleven agzd’. See Ismail Poonawala,
Biobibliography of Isma‘tli Literature, Malibu, Undena Publishers, 1977, p. 335, no. 139.

2. Kitab al-Mandqib li-ahl bayt rasil Alldh al-nugaba’ wa'l-matalib li-bani Umayya al-lu‘ana’ by al-
Qadi al-Nu‘man is divided into twenty-eight agzd’. It is edited by Magid b. Ahmad al-‘Atiyya,
Beirut, Mw’assasat al-A‘lami, 2002. Description of the two manuscripts relied upon is not given
in the edition.

3. The second volume of Da‘@'im al-Islam by al-Qadi al-Nu‘man, despite the fact that it is properly
demarcated by each chapter, is technically divided into thirty-eight agad’.

4 Likewise, Rahat al-‘aql by al-Kirmani well delineated into seven Ramparts (sir) and each
Rampart into seven Pathways (masra‘), excepting the last Rampart which i divided into
fourteen Pathways, is technically divided into twenty-one agza’.

From other collections:

5. Asrar al-nutaqd’, ascribed to Ga‘far b. Mangiir al-Yaman in the Hamdani Collection is divided
into sixteen agza’. See Frangois de Blois, Arabic, Persian and Gujarati Manuscripts: The Hamdani
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Other good examples are two works by al-Qadi al-Nu‘man: Sark al-ahbar fi
Jad@’il al-a’imma al-athar and Kitab al-Magalis wa-al-musdyarat. In the introduction to
the former al-Nu‘man does not specify whether it is in one or multiple volumes.
However, almost all the extant manuscript copies are divided into the appropriate
sixteen small parts (agza’) so that they can be easily handled by copyists as well as
readers. At times four parts are bound in one volume thus dividing the entire work
into four volumes. It is difficult to state when and by whom this division was
introduced into the manuscript tradition.” The latter is a bulky volume and generally
divided into two parts/volumes. It is further subdivided into twenty-eight agza’; the
first part/volume consists of ten agza’ while the second part/volume consists of

Collection, London, LB. Tauris in association with the Institute of lsmaili Studies, zon, pp. g-11.
This division is ignored by the cataloger.

6. Al-Aqwal al-dahabiyya by al-Kirmani in the Zahid ‘Ali Collection is divided into twenty-two
agza’. See Delia Cortese, Arabic Ismaili Manuscripts: The Zahid ‘Ali Collection, London, L.B. Tauris
in association with the Institute of Ismaili Studies, 2003, pp. 20-21. This division is disregarded by
the cataloger. The first name of the copyist should be corrected to read: llih Bahs.

7 Asds al-ta'wil by al-Qadi al-Nu‘man in the Zahid ‘Ali Collection ends with the following note:
Seaa Ungus alguay o b oy oogalell Gy b saally Gl Juglal) ubaad QIS 01 sl pibdll o 59 &3
¥ is8 ¥y dos Yy opalll aady (Joall pals SISl paiy il Uisnany Lol g g yaUall copaglal 4l

osaall Lalt ity
See D. Cortese, Arabic Ismaili Manuscripts, p. 23. The division is overlooked by her and other
catalogers. What Cortese missed is that second half of the manuscript is written in a different
hand.

8. Kitdb al-Fara'id wa-hudid al-din by Ga'far b, Mansiir al-Yaman in the Zahid ‘Ali’s Collection is
divided into twelve agza’. See D. Cortese, Arabic Ismaili Manuscripts, p. 53, it is ignored by her,

9. Kitab al-Yanba', an anonymous work, in Zahid ‘Ali’s Collection is divided into twenty agza’. See
D. Cortese, Arabic Ismaili Manuscripts, pp. 83-84. At the end of it there are forty folios, written in
different hands with colophons. They are totally ignored, and deal with various aspects of
marriage, such as:

e )30 1 13 35l ., Al (S e iATia] g 55 s sl S G
" i AT (e Ciidia ,,, ANS gl Y g o [ 5] W) enlill sy 2y 0 el
Wyl o3 o el gl wipad V] Meludl S8 AL A M e Sl L, [olead) | aalill]

e [iles
Examples of some published works:

10.  Kitab Iptilaf usal al-madahib by al-Qadi al-Nu‘man, ed. S. T. Lokhandwalla, Simla, Indian
Institute of Advanced Study, 1g72. It is divided into nine parts.

n Kitab al-Islah by Abii Hatim al-Razi, eds. Hasan Miniichahar & Mahdi Muhaqgqig, Tehran,
Tehran University, 1983. It is incomplete at both ends, and divided into six uneven parts, part J,
pp. 5-19; part II, pp. 23-131; part I, pp. 132-96: part IV, pp. 199-228; part V, pp. 231-308; part VI,
PP. 311-3L

12.  Kitab al-Iftihar by Aba Ya'qab al-Sigistani, ed. Ismail Poonawala, Beirut, Dar al-Garb al-Islamy,
2000. The main witness divides the book into seventeen agzd’.

* See al-Qadi al-Nu‘man, Sarh al-apbar fi fada'il al-a’imma al-athdr, ed. Muhammad al-Husayni al-Galali,

Qom, Matba‘at Mu’assasat al-Nasr al-Islami, 1409-HQ (i.e. higrT gamari). It is published in three vol-

umes, but the editor has preserved its division into sixteen parts.
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eighteen agza’ Of course, this division is not mentioned by al-Qadt al-Nu‘mén in his
introduction.

Kitab al-Zina, on the other hand, contains neither chapters nor clear-cut
divisions between one section and another. Unfortunately, there is no clear internal
transition from one set of terms to the next other than what is stated in the
introduction. The editor Husayn al-Hamdani therefore provided appropriate sub-
headings. In all the manuscripts that I examined the terms are written in a bigger
script and at times in red ink. Its division by the copyists into several consecutively
numbered sections makes better sense for the preservation of the book. In short, the
division of a manuscript into several agza’ (fascicules) seems to be merely a technical
issue with the copyists. The very notion of tight organization with smooth transitions
from one chapter to the next is a modern phenomenon and cannot be applied in cases

of books composed over a millennium ago.

b) The account of the side history of a text edition of Kitdb al-Zina

Let me add here a pertinent personal note. The late Husayn al-Hamdani was my
mentor while I was pursuing graduate studies at the Cairo University and writing my
MA dissertation in the Department of Arabic Language and Literature. He was
teaching at the Kulliyat Dar al-‘uliim (Teachers’ Training College) affiliated with Cairo
University and died suddenly of a stroke in May 1962. By that time, he had edited and
annotated another portion of Kitdb al-Zina that was to be published as the third
fascicule. However, the bulk of the book was yet to be edited. Therefore, Berthold's
statement (p. 27, n. 37) that Husayn al-Hamdani had indeed prepared an edition of the
whole Kitab al-Zina is incorrect. In his introduction to the Hamdani collection of
manuscripts, de Blois’s statement that Husayn al-Hamdani was engaged in the
monumental undertaking of publishing the entire text of Kitab al-Zina is correct.®
Indeed, he had undertaken this major project without any outside help and would
have taken a long time to complete it in the way he wanted. Instead of waiting for the
whole book, which was enormous, to be completed, he told me that he planned to
publish it in several parts every two or three years so that scholars could benefit from
it.

The two fascicules were published with a generous financial donation from a
Bohra philanthropist Sir Yisuf ‘Ali Karimiii Givangi of Kenya. No Egyptian press or
publisher offered to publish without subvention. Just before his death Al-Maglis al-A'la
li-al-Swian al-Islamiyya, Lagnat Ifya’ al-Turdt al-Islami (Supreme Council for Islamic
Affairs, Committee for the Revival of Islamic Heritage) in Cairo recognized his
scholarly critical edition and offered for him to publish the entire book in their series
upon its completion. However, the offer came too late. Prof. Abbas Hamdani, the son

s Al-Qadi al-Nu‘'man, Kitdb al-Magalis wa-al-musdyarit, eds. al-Habib al-Fiqi et al, Beirut, Dar al-Garb al-
Islami, 1978 [2nd ed.]. The second half is preserved in the Hamdaéni Collection. Unfortunately, de Blois
did not specify whether this second part matches with the published edition or not. De Blois, Arabic,
Persian and Gujarati Manuscripts, pp. 33-34.

s F, de Blois, Arabic, Persian and Gujarati Manuscripts, p. xoodv.
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of Husayn al-Hamdani, who came to Cairo after his father passed away, requested me
to take on the unfinished project, but I was busy completing my dissertation and then
moved to the United States to continue my graduate education. Hence, I never got the
chance to return to Kitdb al-Zina until my graduate student Jamal Ali was searching
for a topic for his dissertation. I suggested that he look at this encyclopedic work as I
had acquired an additional complete microfilm copy of Kitab al-Zina from my friend
Asghar Ali Engineer who inherited the fizana of his late learned father. I am glad that
Jamal Ali undertook that mission which resulted in the publication of Language and
Heresy in Ismaili Thought: The Kitab al-Zina of Abu Hatim al-Razi.* 1 had hoped that
Jamal would join me in the critical edition, but he was not enthusiastic about it. I also
got busy with other projects. Thus, the dream was never realized.

I11. The available editions and the Corpus of manuscripts

a) Hamdani’s edition

The Hamdani edition was prepared from six MSS: i) one from the Hamdani Collection
copied in 1306/1888; ii) a recent MS copy in the collection of ‘Abd Allah Hakim al-Din;
the editor surmises that both the copies, i.e., i, and ii, were transcribed from a Yemeni
exemplar; iii) a MS preserved in the private library of the former Imam Yahya al-
Mutawakkil, the ruler of Yemen (its microfilm is found in Dar al-Kutub, Cairo), in
different hands, probably copied in the eleventh/seventeenth century in Yemen; iv-v)
MSS copies preserved in the library of the Great Mosque, in $an‘a@’ (microfilm copies in
Dar al-Kutub, Cairo; the first copy is incomplete at both ends, while the second copy
was collated with the mother copy in 924/151915; vi) a MS copy preserved in the Iragi
Museum in Baghdad (microfilm copy in the library of the Arab League, Cairo), which
is incomplete at both ends. The editor thought that this final MS was the oldest copy,
most probably transcribed during the sixth/twelfth century.

b) SamarraTs edition
‘Abd Allah Salliim al-SamarraT’s edition is based on the MS in the Iraqi Museum. The
editor did not add anything to its description other than what is given by al-Hamdani.

c) Lastprint
All three fascicules, i.e., the ones published by al-Hamdani and al-Samarra’i, were
republished in one volume from photocopies of earlier publications deleting the
names of the previous publishers, the dates, and other data, such as dedications etc.
The new reprint gives neither the name of the press, the publisher, nor the year of
publication and has a misleading title as follows:

“ New Jersey, Gorgias Press, 2008,
* This copy is divided into several fascicules.
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Certainly it seems to be the work of al-Samarra’.

d) Description of the MS in the collection of Engineer

It is in the collection of the late Asghar Ali Engineer in Mumbai. He inherited it with
other Isma‘li MSS from his learned father Sayh Qurban Husayn Mulla ‘Abd al-Husayn
Mandasorwala. When I visited him more than twenty-five years ago and made a
handlist of the MSS in the collection, I requested him to make a microfilm of Kitab al-
Zina, and he complied. With his permission I deposited the microfilm copy in the
Research Library at the University of California, Los Angeles.® It is in one volume and
consists of 366 folios (732 pages). The first four folios are not numbered, but the rest
are numbered on the left upper corner of the verso. Following the title, Kitdb al-Zina,
and its author’s name, Sayyiduna Abua Hatim al-Razi, there is a detailed list of terms
and topics (with page numbers) treated in the book extending over the course of six
pages. Thus, it appears that the table of contents was made after the whole book was
copied.

The text is framed in a rectangle with an approximate size of 8 ¥ x 17 cm. There
are 21 lines to a page without exception. The whole text is written in black ink with
elegant nasf, but without vocalization. The copy was carefully made by a scribe ‘well
acquainted with Arabic. On the whole it is an excellent copy with few errors of tashif
(misplacement of dots) or tahrif (alteration, especially the phonetic corruption of a
word). There are numerous corrections in the same hand. It also seems that the entire
book was collated with another copy as various variants and explanations are noted in
the margins, Subtitles and the terms explained are written in a larger script and also
indicated in the margins. The ink of a number of words is effaced, rendering those
words difficult to decipher. Ink has also spread on some of pages. Consequently a few
. words on those pages are erased and at times it is difficult to decipher. Corners of the
pages are worm eaten and damaged; however, the text is not affected. Most of the
times the words/terms explained are also written in the margins for easy reference.
Neither the name of the scribe nor the date of transcription is given. The colophon is
brief and states:

el

Next to it in the margin there is a square seal mark of possession, but the ink has
eroded to such an extent that it is not possible to read it even with a magnifying glass.
The same seal mark of possession, almost wiped out, appears in the beginning of the
book at the end of the fihrist (list of contents). There is another seal mark of

% Shelf mark is Microfilm PJ] 6617, A28, 1800a.
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possession, bigger than the first, in the margin of folio three (recto), but the ink has
eroded making it illegible. The same seal mark of possession appears after the
completion of the text on the following blank folio (recto). Considering its condition
the MS seems to be more than two centuries old.

e) Zahid ‘Ali’s Collection”
Before the collection was donated to the Institute of Ismaili Studies I had the

opportunity to scrutinize it. According to my notes, there are two copies of vol. I (part
I) and one copy of vol. II (part II): .

i. copied in1314/1897 by Yisuf ‘Ali b. al-Sayh al-Fadil Miyan $ahib ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b.
al-Magid Mulla Hanbha’ Islampiri. It begins with the glossary part (as al-bab
al-awwal) and continues with the author’s introduction (as al-bab al-tani), but
then the latter expression, i.e., chapter two, was scratched out probably
realizing that the division of this book into chapters was erroneous. This page
ends with the first sentence of the introduction and the following folios are
numbered from 350 to 398. The numbering does not continue after that until
the end (i.e., the definition of the term al-giyama).® It implies that more than
100 folios (200 pages) are missing from the beginning,*

ii. It is neither dated nor the copyist's name is recorded. The text in the inside
page begins as follows:

e B2l ol (Blao 4 SH Va : Flo ot J6
After the first folioc a number of pages are missing. The second folio is in a
different hand and begins with what corresponds to al-Hamdani’s edition part
I, p. 224 with the definition of al-itm and continues until the end of al-§irk.
Thus, it seems that approximately 110 folios (220 pages) are missing from the
beginning. This too has escaped the attention of Cortese.

iii. One copy of part II. The manuscript is undated and the copyist is unknown. It
consists of 270 folios. The outside cover states that it is the second vol. of Kitab
al-Zina; however, it begins with the glossary part of the second volume as
follows:

¥ When this collection was transferred to Los Angeles, the late ‘Abid ‘Ali, the son of Zzhid ‘Alj, invited

me to examine the whole corpus. For details see Ad'iyat al-Ayyam al-Sab‘a (Supplications for the Seven

Days of the Week) by the Fatimid Caliph al-Mu‘izz li-Din Allah, ed. Ismail K. Poonawala, Beirut, Dar al-

Garb al-Islami, 20086, p. 45, n. 2. For the catalog of Zahid ‘All manuscripts see Cortese, Arabic Ismaili

Manuscripts, pp. 84-87; it is replete with major and minor errors.

¥ The end corresponds with al-Hamdan('s edition, part I1, p, 227.

" Cortese missed to notice this major lacuna in the manuscript. Moreover, she ignored some remarks

written by Zahid ‘Ali on the front page, such as

S cpitaall At L e doydae (268 dmio () G Cnyd) "By Bl pl 5 S iy IS S e 4y

G 4 pulbl Sy o8y Bl gl £ 1S ey f:\é’ SN r dy o aely L Tl Ao ) I AL, z,&,‘:\..f\)\
() ol G (268-267 o) 3 iy
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It is incomplete at both ends and begins with the entry al-Sama’wa-al-ard (i.e., where
Hamdanf's, part, II ends) and discontinues after al-qusisiyyiin wa-al-ruhban. Thus,
compared with the Engineer MS most of the part I (around 1 folios=222 pages) is
missing from the beginning, while a major portion from part II (about 133 folios=266
pages) is missing from the end. According to Klemm the first and last folios were
unprotected and in very poor condition because the cover was missing. Those pages
were restored and the colophon reads:

The transcription was completed by Ahmad Ibn Sa‘d al-Baihaqi on 14
Rabi* al-awwal 544 (July 27, n49 CE] in the village of Jayyan[?] in the
administrative district [rustdq] of Rayy.
Although incomplete this discovery is exciting since the manuscript was transcribed
exactly 222 years after the author’s death in the vicinity of where he was born and
brought up and was active as the head of the Isma‘ili mission.

IV. Partial edition of Engineer's MS

What follows is a detailed description of its contents. Except for the section on
heresiography, I have elaborated on the subject matter to give the reader some idea
about its full range with citation of various authorities and poetry.

* The contents of this second volume/part tallies with the Engineer MS.

* It was acquired with other manuscripts by the Leipzig University Library from a dealer in Amman in
1995. For its description see Verena Klemm, “Obvious and obscure contexts. The Leipziz Manuscript of
the Kitab al-Zima by Abit Hatim al-Razi (d. 322/934)", in: Andreas Christmann & Jan-Peter Hartung (eds),
Islamica: Studies in Memory of Holger Preifler (1943-2006), Oxford, Oxford University Press, ser. “Journal
of Semitic Studies Supplement”, XXV, 2009, pp.55-67. The short article “Kitab az-Zinat”, cited by her is
by Abbas Hamdani and not by Husayn al-Hamdani.
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* In the introduction the author sketches the reasons for his composition, outlines the contents (one
might call it the glossary portion, but it shows his tight organization in broad sections, his sources, his
goal, and why he entitled it Kitdb al-Zina (Book of Ornament). See also Jamal Ali, Language and Heresy
in Ismaili Thought: The Kitab al-Zina of Abu Hatim al-Razi, Piscataway, N], Gorglas Press, 2008. It is a
comprehensive study of Razi and his Kitdb al-Zina. Introduction deals with Raz1's life, chapter 2 surveys
the sources of Kitab al-Zina, and chapter 3 examines its contents and organization, etc.
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* See J. Ali, Language and Heresy in Ismaili Thought, pp. 50-51

* This section about the doctrine of the superiority of the Arabic language, its historical context, and
other connected issues, such as the foreign vocabulary in the Quran, and the excellence and im-
portance of poetry are discussed by J. Ali, Language and Heresy in Ismaili Thought, pp. 31-50.

CmY 21 (Janv. 2016) : 137



1. K. Poonawala Note on Kitab al-Zina of al-Razi

re s&\iﬂ“ e cé.'b J.‘»;-\ o J’b . 5):2{9\‘&‘ U) L\;ﬂ\ vos JE\J f!’\ s W!, LLJ\:A“ e
(SJ-&;\ e :J_,.“-l-“ £ ‘w\ 3] ‘L.}"‘\“
oo (W) 111 Akl 5y o 8 (3 Jladl Ot Al A i s ba ]
Bk it

Pt Syt B g cenie b Y elgad Bl ) sladl e Yl sled
ORRF) JUTF B R LTRA IS (N U3 R AP PP (R P
o (26 P oy cpably paill pn opdl p3673) al s (Bine LY K 2l
Ry ailly puatd) Lo Sty el Lo 5o (G Al (2 o) STy pl
A gt o) el e el o (sladly iy My (il e Py 1 g
Yo Gyt (U1 flaall e coblall T3 3) flall .. (el e 3 o ¢ (Rl ),
Jall o ) 2y ¥1 S 3 AN 50 Lay Jadl flally cad Loy Jasg 31 JAally Jal
plaoily ally 2y ol S g 3,50 ity BT dacs) gy QIO .. (il
car od kil ol Jadl (LAl A B el YKL gy 4S50,
e (ool
&z o gall o) £2) il Zall . (B0 e F b 05 ol
Ml cdtedall il A3l RBLL Wy «p3T o Q) Bl il o) e gy el
o det Fal cpmaily B30 53 s s o o gt ol bl fy it Jo )y
oslly puilly Qs olest dnd ) Jall L (Gl e, Tge) il gy i
O it (gl ) ZdalHly Jebly dalt . (Rl [ga] Jah oYl [4] s 2l
\de o8 25 S Bale — oLy ¥y osBlally sl o ¢ Gl Jog Jlogy do 3 ppand
dr 3 gn o Il ¥ Dol Lo G adaldl (p o Alaldly ¢ Laldd ol
,’\‘J:\”\;:MJ\,M Adll ¢ ddaler (2] kid ey plof Lym ¥ e e — PO
LS Gl o 30 Rdald) B (lealer Cliad £ opand Jo i Jeb) Lo ¢ il e
Sl W S Adale (S0 Al 2y o Alaldt Jal 2 V3 ) gy 335
Aol e W2 Jb cade 03y adle Jo ol Sy U gy 40 DU sl ay cpgll il Vi
el rsipm ¥ ol Adald ol . ot dalt Ui £ Gl [oe] Sl Al ol o gl ey
idale ¥ oo adale (gl Jaldl (£ oy cpldly il Al il 156 oy coples

% Al.-Hamdani's edition in two parts ends here. Thus, there is a large portion of the manuscript
until the beginning of the Muslim sects that remains unedited.
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* In the glossary of terms at the beginning of the manuscript it is stated that part one of Kitab al-Zina
ends here and part two begins (i sslzy iyl A" 0 JyY) o5l ). However, there is no such demarca-
tion in the body of the text and the entire manuscript runs into 362 folios (i.e., 724 pages).

7 What follows is edited by al-Samarra'l but erroneously entitled as the third part of Kitdb al-Zina. This
section in the MS begins at the folio 171 (recto). Hence, it should be noted that there are approximately
60 folios (i.e. 120 pages) of unedited text where al-Hamdéni left off and al-Simarra'i began. The latter
edition, based on one MS preserved in the Baghdad museum, is replete with errors and omissions.
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#In the MS it ends on folio (verso) 209. Hence, there are 153 folios (i.e. 306 pages) yet to be edited.
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V. Conclusion

The contributions of Abii Hatim al-Réz1's encyclopedic work Kitab al-Zina, composed
more than a millennium ago, to the field of Arabic linguistics and lexicography are
immense. Husayn al-Hamdanr's critical edition in two fascicules set an exemplary
model to be followed by the future editor/s of this book. Since his edition, based on six
excellent manuscripts, three more manuscripts have come to light. Although
incomplete at the beginning, MS Or. 377 acquired by Leipzig University, is the oldest
copy transcribed in 544/149 in the vicinity of Rayy where the author was born and
active as the chief Isma‘ili da@%. In my opinion this should be a great incentive for a
new comprehensive edition, most probably by a team of experts in Arabic linguistics
and lexicography, pre-Islamic and early Islamic poetry, traditions of the Prophet and
the 811 imams, and other Semitic languages. It is very difficult to find one competent
scholar in all the above fields. Moreover, team work would be faster to accomplish this
great task within a reasonable period of a few years.
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MANUSCRIPTS DESTRUCTION AND LOOTING IN YEMEN:
A STATUS REPORT*

David HOLLENBERG (University of Oregon)
&
Anne REGOURD (CNRS, UMR 7192)

Abstract

This article reviews what can be reliably known about the destruction and looting of Yemen's
manuscript heritage from 2014 to March 2016, It emphasizes the importance of these sources. We
discuss different ways that might prevent further losses and preserve those manuscripts that remain.

Résumé

Cet article recense ce qui est connu avec quelque certitude sur la destruction du patrimoine manuscrit
du Yémen et la contrebande dont il fait I'objet entre 2014 et mars 2016. L'intérét de ce patrimoine est
d'abord souligné et décrit. Diverses maniéres de parer & d'éventuelles pertes et de préserver les
manuscrits qui restent sont examinées.
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' The report covers events related to manuscripts until the middle of March 2016,
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